
THE MOUNTAIN CONFEDERATION 

CATERWAULS 

SPECIAL EDITION 

Battle of Endless Hills: 

From the Warlord 

Howdy, 

Well our little shindig at Endless Hills was a roaring success by most people’s 
review. I’d like to keep that idea going. And it so happens would a few others.  

I was recently approached on doing something like this on a “consortium level” 
that would include not only Confed but the mud and blood guys and a few other 
groups. The purpose would be build a large base of fighters who are capable to 
fight with members within the consortium but are members of the other groups 
with the intent of attending melee practices and kicking the asses off folks at 
events. Call it a fighting Co-op if you like. Hope that makes sense to everyone. 

Fencing seems to have gained some steam and effort now as well. We have a few 
folks that have stepped up and decided they are going to give it a shot. Dierdre 
has already and is busily making plans/schemes etc to acquire equipment. Meurig 
(You know him better as bubbles) and Keldra have also started making plans to 
see if they are fencing material. I myself am making inroads as well.  

For those wondering if they have an interest but are not wanting to make a 
financial venture before trying it out, there are options. For those of you on the 
Eastern line there is a practice every Tuesday from 7pm til 10 in forty fort Pa. 
There is loaner gear available so you can try before you buy. 

To my knowledge Combat archery is moving forward. And the siege equipment 
sits lonely in my garage needing a new string and winding cable. They will be 
cured over the winter. On a society level, Weapons standards are in a state of 
confusion right now. Before you start building a seven and half foot “Toon 
Hammer” (Doughal I’m talking to you) check first as some of the weapons seen at 



Pennsic may very well be going away. Armor standards are unchanged however 
new appearance rulings are being discussed and will most likely be printed by 
December. This should not affect the current standards in Aethelmearc, East , 
Atlantia and Trimaris. For those living outside these areas, I can’t say for sure… 

Angus 

From the Baron 

Greetings:  

 

To everyone in our Barony who came out in defense of our lands THANK YOU. I  

cannot express my feelings to all of you for rallying for this. If I try to name  

people I will leave someone out. I don't want to do this so I am saying thank  

you to everyone. This is not only to the fighters and fencers but to all of the  

support from those not fighting. Wives, Girlfriends, support crews, people that  

do not fight, those from out of Barony, everyone who came out. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for the support you have shown us. I have said  

it before that the support all of you have shown is greatly appreciated. Today  

is another example of the great people in our Barony.  

 

Angus and I have spoken and we asked everyone if they would like to do this  

again next year. We were greeted with resounding "YES". Plan your schedule for  

this same weekend next year. It will be run the same as this year.”TOTALLY  

UNOFFICIAL". Since all the issues were answered before this there should be no  

questions as to how it will be run.  

 

Thank you to Confed and Lord Angus for initiating this "picnic". Thank you for  

making this very enjoyable, Congratulations to the newly engaged couple. 

 

YIS 

Baron Gunnarr 

 



Greetings from the Deputy Warlord for Training and Development, 

  

Yesterday was fun.  It also has provided me  with a few ideas of how we, as a unit, 

can be better.  Bear with me because I'm going to say a few things that'll probably 

sting a little, but I speak them with the best of intentions.  Allow me to break it 

down on a group then more individualized level. 

  

As a group:  

What we did well: 

 1.) We stayed together quite well.  At times, we may have stayed a little too 

tight.     

 2.)  I thought we moved together very well as well.  We didn't spread out too 

badly when we'd advance or slide one way or the other.  

  

I separate these because it's easy to stay together in a static line, but moving is 

generally a different monster. 

  

What we should improve: 

1.) We lacked aggression.  Aside from Tim, they lacked significant skill.  He 

admitted to me on the way home that without him, we would have overwhelmed 

them easily with minimal loss.   

  

2.) I think we allowed them to primarily dictate the pace and initiative of the 

action instead of taking the fight to them.  We were too passive?  We fared far 

better after Erin got hurt...maybe we should fight more..surly? 

  

3.) This may sound a tad odd, but I think if we're going to use archers, they should 

end the fight with empty quivers (steady and sustained volley fire over 

sniping...just my opinion again) 

  

 



What we can improve individually.... 

  

We ALL need to practice more and regularly.  Fighters need to fight more.  

Archers need to shoot more.   

  

My suggestions: 

 For fighters: 

 Fight people above your skill level.  If you cannot, then work on perfecting 

specific things.  Practice isn't about winning, it's about perfecting your techniques 

so when you do want to win, you simply open up your patented bag o whoop ass 

and get to work.  At minimun, may I suggest throwing 25-50 of every blow you 

know correctly at a pell every day (or at least 3x per week.)  Move as you throw 

them and work at not throwing in a pattern.  This will allow you to work in a 

series of one’s instead of set combinations.  

   

Archers: 

 All I can suggest is to shoot.  Shoot both out of armor and in your armor so 

you know and feel the difference.  Work on precision and accuracy as well as 

speed.  Once one arrow is in the air, get the other on the string and be looking for 

the next target.  

  

This is pretty general at the moment.  If anyone would like more specifically 

directed input, contact me privately and we can talk.  

  

All I have for now, 

 Havoc   

 

 

 

 



CAPTAIN OF ARCHERY 

 
The Combat Archery Unit at Endless Hills was the debut of a squad on the field 
outside of Pennsic.  Having never fought in a small area with very limited 
opportunity to fire (due to observers) was a learning experience.  This was a rare 
opportunity to field archers and we loved it! 
  
I must stop here to add, Aine....WOW!   Aine stepped up in the parking lot, looked 
at the equipment, put on borrowed armor that flopped about on her frame and 
kicked ass. What movement, accuracy and heart!  Thank you Aine for joining us at 
a moment’s notice and showing us how it is done. We have missed your presence 
on the field and it warmed our hearts observing you taking them out pretty as you 
please. 
  
Havoc is absolutely correct on his observations.  We must become familiar with 
our weapons and ammo, practice with them often both in armor and out.  We 
discovered rather quickly that the recurves were the weapon of choice for this 
type of fighting.  With a small limited field, the crossbows were big and clunky.   
  
I heard later that Tana's (Erin) incident scared a few people that were thinking of 
getting into Combat Archery.  I must say that this incident was so rare, taking a hit 
that actually broke the crossbow is something I had never witnessed.   After the 
fighting was over, Erin and I discussed our weapons and decided that we will add 
recurves to our armory.  We all had a great time and learned a lot.   
  
Thank you Setna, Aine and Tana for coming out and working hard.  We are looking 
forward to welcoming others to the unit and will assist you in getting 
equipment/armor together.  And remember, there is a seige weapon too! 
  
HNH, 
Grania 
 

 

 



  Meeting Minutes: as related by Angus 
  
     Ladies was approved for Next September. This was the best date after looking 
at what events had been posted so far without conflicts. There was also the 
availability of sites to consider.  
  
     Having a fall Ladies also cut into our decision for the new Sr. Servant vote 
process to go Nominations--Winter gather.   Vote:  Ladies.    Hand over the keys--
Pennsic. 
 
      With that in mind a solution was proposed that went like this... 
Nominations to be sent to the Servants @confed.com. This means the Servants 
need to Contact Therion and make sure your email address is linked to the 
Servants address. Nominations will be taken up to and including the 15th of 
November. Once nominations are put forth, Beathan will be contacting those 
nominated to make sure they are willing to accept the position should they be 
nominated. 
  
     A special Edition of Caterwauls will be posted to the website. This will include 
the names nominated. And anything else that can be submitted quickly. I believe 
Eilidh is editing. So get your articles in to her. 
  
      Voting will take place at Winter Gather 
       Keys turned over at Pennsic. 
  
        Exchequer report--We have money. 
  
         Warlord Report-- Wasn't that fun??  
  
      Introductions 
        Robert also known as Dragon Bob, Bad Bob and the 30mm howitzer.. 
         
       Inductions 
          Jenni Becca (Derek and Rosie's Daughter) 
  
 



         Also the subject of Wei-Lung coming back to the house was discussed. 
The belt was never officially turned in however Dan had posted to the list he was 
leaving Confed. It was determined that since we did conclude those returning 
would be put to the fire final return would have to occur at a gathering etc where 
he could be presented once again to the house.. 
  
          Meeting over. 
  
       
For those who don’t know her:   

Jenny Becca, Derek and Ysabeau's daughter, was born into this household many 
years ago.  While her parents have been inactive with us for the most part for a 
while now, when Jenny turned 18 she asked to fight with Confed at SRWC as we 
were her "family".  She fought with us again this past SRWC, and if she's there and 
Confed's fighting she's with us.  She approached Angus on her own to ask to fight 
and camp with Confed at Pennsic 40.  Yesterday when I arrived at the "picnic" I 
was talking with her, she was so proud to be wearing a Confed Tabard, and spoke 
wistfully of earning her place among us officially.  While she may have been born 
into this house, I am personally very pleased and honored that as a young adult 
she chose the Blue and Gold for herself.  (I have literally known her, her entire 
life.)  I spoke with some of us present regarding my intent to bring her in to the 
household later in the day.  With the open arms of all she was welcomed and 
belted at our meeting last night. As her sponsor, I will do my best to teach her 
about our history, how to be a contributing member of this house and help her 
find her place within.  I figure I have a pretty easy job ahead of me.  For the next 
year, if anyone has any comments, positive or otherwise, regarding Jenny, or 
Sophia (her SCA name), please bring them to me.   
  
HNH, 
  
Ellesbeth 
 

 

 

 



 

Confed’s WINTER GATHER 

  

When? Saturday, January 8 to Sunday, January 9, 2011 12 noon to 12 noon 

What? Confed meeting, schmoozing, feasting, fighting (weather permitting) 

 Cost? $7.00 for adults 16 and up, $3.50 for kids to 15, babes-in-arms , free 

 Where? Bucknell’s Cowan Conference Center, Cowan, PA 

  

What to bring? Bedding for a bunk bed, feast gear, food for feast and/or 
breakfast, munchies, your own beverages REMINDER: THIS SITE IS ABSOLUTELY 
DRY. 

 Facility includes: A large living room with fireplace, two large bunk rooms, a 
kitchen, an enclosed porch, and a dining room. 

 Directions: 

From the north, south, or east: 
          Find your best way to Rte. 15 in Lewisburg. Turn west onto Rte. 192 (a right 
turn if you are heading south or a left turn if you are heading north) 
          Go 6.2 miles to Church Rd. in Cowan and turn right. Go.2 (2/10) mile to 
Diffenderfer Rd. and turn right. Follow this road to its end. 
  
From the west: 
          Take Rte. 192 from Centre Hall. Watch for the Forest Hills General Store and 
gas station and look at your odometer when you pass it. Go 2.2 miles further on 
192 to Church Rd. in Cowan and turn left. Go .2 (2/10) mile to Diffenderfer Rd and 
turn right. Follow this road to its end. 

  

People-in-Charge: Grania (330-426-6359, grania@comcast.net), Eilidh (570-278-
3180, hkl712@yahoo.com, and Keldra (570-735-2845, asher_mine@yahoo.com) 

 

http://us.mc397.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=grania@comcast.net
mailto:hkl712@yahoo.com
http://us.mc397.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=asher_mine@yahoo.com


 
EXCHEQUER'S EPORT 

  

Following Pennsic, we had a balance of               $1379.35 

 I pre-paid the cost of Cowan                                  300.00 

and insurance for Winter Gather                              30.00 

 Leaving a balance of                                          $1049.35 

  

until monies are deposited after Winter Gather 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Zara 

 
 
 

CONFED’S LADIES EVENT 
  

Sponsored by the Shire of Abhainn Ciach Ghlais 
  
Ladies Event is back! Bigger and Better than ever, and moved to September. And 
including Equestrian activities. Come one, come all. It will be held at Camp 
Karoondinha the weekend of September 9 – 11, 2011. 
  
Camp K is located near Mifflinburg, PA. The site will open at 5:00 p.m. on Friday 
and close at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Anyone on site after that time on Sunday will 
be considered clean-up crew. 
  
Prices: On-board 20.00 per adult, 10.00 per child age 2 – 17, babes in arms free, 
60.00 family cap 
                        This includes brunch and feast on Saturday and brunch on Sunday 
plus all activities 
            Off-board  (no feast) 14.00 per adult, 7.00 per child 
            Out-board  (no meals) 10.00 per adult, 5.00 per child 
  



There will be fighting, archery, fencing, equestrian activities, children’s activities, 
classes, and, of course, Confed’s famous auction 
  
Autocrat: Briog  
Assistant Autocrat: Siearra 
Feast-O-Crat: Keldra 
   
Cabin space is limited, so reserve early to Lady Zara the Quiet at 
zaraq@hotmail.com . Remember, the only reservation is a paid reservation. Send 
reservations to: Ruth Roberts, 156 Redtail Lane, Lewisburg, PA   17837. Checks 
payable to SCA, Shire of ACG. 
 

 

 

 

SENIOR SERVANT 

 

Greetings unto my fellow Brothers and Sisters of the Mountain Confederation.  
The time has come for us to select one of our own to fill the role of Senior 
Servant. Gozen has served us well these past years, but will be stepping down this 
year at Pennsic 40. The new Senior Servant will start their term at that time. 
 
The names of those that have been nominated and are willing to serve the 
Household in this vital role are listed below. 

Aindreas Keldra Dietrichdóttir 

Briog (Maddog) Tibbott 

Eilidh the Adopted (Helen) Tyrvar the Unyielding 

Joss the Short  

http://us.mc397.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=zaraq@hotmail.com


  

 
 
Voting will take place at Winter Gather in Cowan on Saturday, Jan 8th, 2011 at the 
household meeting. Absentee ballots can be sent to the servant of your choice, or 
via e-mail to servants@confed.com. All Absentee Ballots (including electronic) 
MUST include your name and who you’re voting for to count. They can be sent to 
me via snail mail at: 
 
Doug Grove 
355 Lower Coleville Rd 
Bellefonte, Pa 16823 
 
 Electronic votes can be sent to the  servants@confed.com address only. I will not 
accept votes sent to my personal e-mail. Any absentee ballots must make it to the 
household meeting to count. That means if I’m the one receiving the ballot, I need 
to have it in my possession before I leave for Gather on Saturday for it to count. 
My snail mail doesn’t come until afternoon, so it needs to be in my mailbox by 
Friday Jan 7th, 2011. I might check email before I leave Saturday morning for 
Gather, but no guarantees, so best to send it in sooner than later. I should get a 
chance to check it on Friday, Jan 7th, so if you get it to me by Thursday, I should 
get it in time. 
 If you send in an Absentee Ballot, but are then able to attend Gather, and wish to 
cast your vote in person, let me know there, and I will void and destroy your 
absentee ballot. 
 
Yours in service, -Beathan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://us.mc397.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=servants@confed.com
http://us.mc397.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=servants@confed.com


 

CONFED COOKBOOK 

 

Brothers and Sisters!  A Reminder from Keldra….. 

The idea was brought up around the campfire at the Pennsic meeting.  The book 

would be a combination of anecdotal confed history and the food we all love to 

make and share.  Drink recipes are also welcome.  

Stories you feel that may go along with the food and/or favorite “No Shit there I 

was” (food related or not).   

This book can be a great keepsake for our Household but also could be a great 

fundraiser for our dwindling coffers as well. 

Do not put recipes or stories on the list.  Send them to asher_mine@yahoo.com  

Also, any confed related artwork anyone wants to send will be considered as well. 

HnH 

Keldra 

 

End of Special Edition news…..think now on submitting something for the next 

edition of the Caterwauls. 

 

Next edition of Caterwauls will be posted end of January 2011. 

Editors: Eilidh (hkl712@yahoo.com) and Keldra (asher_mine@yahoo.com)  Please 

send all submissions to us no later than January 15, 2011. 

In Service, 

Eilidh the Adopted 

mailto:asher_mine@yahoo.com
mailto:hkl712@yahoo.com
http://us.mc397.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=asher_mine@yahoo.com

